Monday, December 13, 2004
3 John 1:1 – 14

Aside from the serious problem addressed by John, one has to enjoy the personal form of this letter. It is another instance where we are allowed into the lives of those believers about whom Scripture says little or nothing. We also have to wonder if this letter was one of several that John wrote at or about the same time since it is so similar to 2 John.

In verse 9 John refers to a previous letter that was rejected by the domineering Diotrephes. Some have theorized that 3 John could be a follow-up letter to 2 John, which met with denial on its arrival, but this cannot be denied or affirmed from the available facts.


Gaius must have been a Gentile member of the church that was in the throes of turmoil. He seems to have been a trusted leader of the congregation and loyal to John. On the other hand there was Diotrephes who apparently had his own following and was very strong among the church leaders. If he were able to either formally excommunicate members, or at least prevent them from attending, he must have dominated the congregation. John’s letter is an encouragement to Gaius to continue to stand against this false teacher until John can come.

Demetrius is unknown to us except that he was apparently a faithful Christian. Perhaps he delivered John’s letter, or was a traveling evangelist coming to Gaius’ home. It seems that John is answering a personal question sent from Gaius concerning Demetrius.  


We don’t know what happened next, but we can be sure that when John showed up, Diotrephes had met his match.[image: image1.png]



